
 
 
 
 
 
Policy and Finance Committee      

 
Date:    18 November 2019 
 
Title:   Election costs 
 
Purpose of the Report: To provide the Committee with an update 

on election costs and to consider future 
budgetary implications.  

 
Contact Officer: Sarah Sandiford, Head of Democratic 

and Central Services  
 

 

Corporate Objective/s  LLTC Three Year Plan – Aim 
1:  
 

Implications:   

Financial  Proposed increase in annual 
elections budget line from 
£7,500 to at least £11,000 

Human Resources X  

Operational/Service 
delivery 

X  

Procedural/Legal   

Risk/Health and Safety X  

 
1. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

Should members be minded, the proposals are: 
 
1.1 To approve an increase in the annual revenue budget line for elections 

(4332/20) to at least £11,000 per annum, from 2020-21 onwards. 
 

1.2 To approve that four yearly election costs continue to be met from the 
specific earmarked reserve for this purpose (9029/920).    

 
 
 

2. BACKGROUND 
 

2.1 The Council budgets for its four yearly election costs by way of an annual 
revenue budget line, which has for several years been set at £7,500 per annum.  

 
2.2 Over the four-year Council term, unspent monies from this budget line are 



 
  

moved to an earmarked reserve (9029/920) for this specific purpose, in order 
that funds are available to meet the next set of election costs at the appropriate 
time.   
 

2.3 At the time of writing this report, the earmarked reserve total stands at £35,518. 
 
2.4 Following receipt of election costs for combined elections in 2019, a total of 

£34,664.45 is payable to Central Bedfordshire Council, leaving £853.55 in this 
earmarked reserve. 
 

2.5 The revenue budget line for elections for the current financial year is £7,500.  
  
3. CONSIDERATIONS 

 
3.1 At the time of writing, it seems unlikely that a future General Election will fall on 

the same date as the next scheduled parish elections, i.e. in May 2023. 
 
3.2 That being the case, it is anticipated that costs for the next scheduled elections 

in May 2023 will be at least the same as those of 2019, if not more (allowing for 
inflation).  On this assumption, the present annual commitment of £7,500 to the 
reserve budget will be insufficient to meet these future costs.   
 

3.3 In addition to these anticipated costs, the Council may wish to be mindful of the 
following considerations: 
 
3.3.1 the incidental costs involved at the start of each new Council term, 

immediately following elections (e.g. councillor photographs) 
3.3.2 the potential for a by-election or parish poll to be held at some point 

over the next four years 
3.3.3 the potential for an increase in the electorate of the parish over the next 

four years due to housing growth 
  

4. RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
4.1 An increase in the annual revenue budget line for elections from £7,500 to 

£11,000 would ensure accumulated funds in the earmarked reserve of £40,500 
to meet 2023 election and associated costs, assuming no unanticipated 
expenditure in the meantime. 

 
4.2 The Committee is asked to consider approving an increase in the annual 

revenue budget line to at least £11,000 per annum from 2020-21 onwards. 
 

4.3 The Committee is asked to endorse that four yearly election costs continue to 
be paid from the Elections earmarked reserve.  

 
End.  


